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UKRAINE CROSSROAD 2018 
 

PROLOGUE from Heiko Linnert 
 
„On Passo dello Stelvio at the final mountain stage of Giro d‘Italia 
2012 there was a random meeting of Gabor Kreicsi, Vaclav Klicnik 
and Finn Linnert (11 years), and also much more BIG members. 
Gabor, Vaclav, Finns father Heiko and Jürgen Reckhaus meets 
again, now planned, at the annual BIG-Meeting 2012 in the Tatras 
on Sedlo Certovica and an idea was born for another meeting on 
other east european BIGS. Some months later we decide together 
to make a yourney like in the crossroad programm described. 
Jürgen, Heiko and Finn planned to start (after the annual meeting 
2013) on the evening of Friday 9th august from Amberg (south of 
Nürnberg). Gabor joins the group at the 13th august in the evening. 
After Jürgens death these plans had stopped. After long discussions 
and many thougts about it we now decide that we should do this 
yourney in memory of Jürgen.” 
 
Contiunance  from Gabor Kreicsi 
At the end of the crossroad there was a dinner with Finn, Heiko, 
Irene, Monika (Gabor’s wife) and Gabor. They did agree about the 
next mutual meeting will be in East, exactly in Russia. The rules of 
the Challenge-BIG has been changed, and our next crossroad will be 
in Ukraine.  
 
06.06.2018. 
In the afternoon I went to Budapest Airport where I met my old 
friend Heiko Linnert. He gave me a present, a nice book about 
cycling in the mountains. We were traveling together to the 
accomodation which was the same as it was last time. Our discuss 
was very exciting and friendly, in turn we haven’t met since 2013.  
The schedule was ready for us. 
 
07.06.2018. 
Early in the morning we traveled to Pécs (~300 km). Heiko had left 
only one BIG climb from old zone 10. This was the no.: 855 Misina. 
Under our journey we hade a long talking. In Pécs I chose a 
comfortable place for our bus. Not too far from the motorway, not 
too far from the foot of the BIG and in the shadow.  I know very 
well the town of Pécs because I have been learning here for four 
years. We had a great trip to the TV tower including stepest 
section. The feeling in the town and on the forest was fantastic. 
Summertime! After the cycling we went back and met again at the 
Airport. The third participant on our croassroad arrived who was 
Kevin Speed from the UK. We continued the talking but with new 
theme. The project 3535. So, it was a great idea from Heiko. I liked 
it! Under our journey the next BIG member connected, Aladar 
Puskas. He was the bus driver. I did need it, after 600 km driving. 
Brrr. Our accomodation was in Vásárosnamény, close to the 
ukraine border.  
 
08.06.2018. 
This day was my brithday. It was the first time far away from home, 
without my family. However I have been suprised by a nice book 
from Heiko and Kevin. When we were enjoying our breakfast two 
other members arrived: György Domonkos and Robert Galcsik. The 
team was completed. Crossing abroad wasn’t easy, but I was ready 
for it. In 2011 I was in Ukraine by car. There were two of us from 
Hungary and by our cars. We did need one hour. This year there 
were six persons from three different country and by a landing car. 
After the boarding procedure we have found a petrol station. The 
gasolin was very cheap, estimate 0,90 EUR/liter. The traveling in 
Ukraine was very slow and involved. Very bad roads, heavy trafic  

 
 
and much more controlling. We arrived after six ours from the start 
place over 320 km. Our accomodation was in Putyla. Not too far 
from the no.: 834 Pereval Shurdyn.  
 

 
 
This accomodation was the singular around 30 km circle. The 
landlord (Dimitri) was speaking english very well, because he was 
an english teacher. We did need a help because our bus had a 
puncture. After worktime far away from big towns…Dimitri made 
some calls and we found a tire reparing service not too far from 
our accomodation. After the incident we did climb the BIG. 
 
 

 
  
 
The area was very nice and virgin. We saw huge forests with no 
population. The origin Carpathian. The dark came and we did down 
from the top. It was a beatiful sunset. We met several people who 
were phoning with their mobile, while they were waiting for their 
cows.  
 
09.06.2018. 
Next time the weather was foggy. One hour later came the 
sunshine and the warming. Six hours later we found the foot of the 
no.: 835 Tysovets. It was a typical winter ski resort. We saw the ski-
jump tower, a biathlon shooting-range and the ski loops. Some 
members did find several high points, but they weren’t too far 
from each other. After the climb we had a long journey including  
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the boarding pass to the accomodation which was the same 
 than earlier. 
 
10.06.2018. 
After our great breakfast we went to the church. It was a holy 
mass memory for Jürgen Reckhaus. 
After that we came back to the Airport. 250 kms later in the 
Airport of Budapest we left Heiko and Kevin and I went home. 
 
It was a very nice crossroad. I like working together with 
Heiko. It was a honour for me that Kevin needed two BIGs 
this year to the „graal” (1000 BIGs). 
 
Gabor Kreicsi 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


